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Points and the Czechs' Nationality Statute. Henlein
was insisting yet again on Czecho-Slovakia severing
her treaties with France and Soviet Russia. About
the middle of August the British Ambassador in
Berlin, Sir Nevile Henderson, was instructed to
warn the German Government that its excessive
military activities were threatening the Runciman
negotiations and might, to quote Mr. Chamberlain
on September 28th, "endanger the peace of every
one of the great Powers of Europe/' German real
politik was further revealed in the sharp rebuke
Sir Nevile received from Ribbentrop who refused
to discuss Germany's military measures and gave it
as his opinion that British mediation in Prague "had
only served to increase Czech intransigence." (In
parenthesis it should be noted that the selection of
Sir Nevile Henderson for this most difficult office
was Mr. Chamberlain's first important diplomatic
appointment. Sir Nevile had to undergo much
misrepresentation, but the publication of the dis-
patches on the Polish dispute shows his calibre and
how well justified Mr. Chamberlain was in his
choice.)

During the second half of August the situation
was dominated by the imminence of the Nuremberg
Nazi Rally, and Hitler's speech there which was
billed for September 12th. Sir John Simon made
an effort to ward off the blow with a much heralded
speech at Lanark. It would have been better if this
particular oration had not received quite so much
advance publicity. It raised expectations inevitably
to disappoint them. Sir John could naturally add
nothing to Mr. Chamberlain's speech of March 24th.
The real background to Sir John's words was the
announcement the day before that the majority of
the Home Fleet would reach its fighting stations at
Invergordon during the week of the Nuremberg
Conference.